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to time by parliament, were not finally a aboliſhe d 
before the reign of Charles the Second. 
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* Rome, which In its early yeats was a kind of 
70 ariſtocracy, 1 the Senate did not fill up the vacant 
6 places in their wn body; the new Senators 


< were nominated by the Cenſors.” B. g. chap. 3. . 
The ſame officers that degraded, here elected. 
Afterwards all who had filled certain offices were 


entitled to ſeats in the Senate. Adonteſguien thinks 


that this power of a cenſorſhip ſhould exiſt only. 


in republics, The peculiar buſinefs of theſe offi- 


cers (for they were firſt two in number) at Rome, 
was, to correct thoſe ſmaller offences which were 


not the objects of the laws, and to preſerve the 


manners of the citizens untainted. Their power 


was greateſt, when the laws were moſt ſimple. 


« The Cenſors, and before them the Conſuls, fl 
4c formed and created, 2s it were, every five years , 


| «the body of the people ; they exerciſed legiſla- 


tion on the very body that was poſſeſſed of 
& the legiſlative power.” Spirit of Laws, A 
chap, 16. Their power entered alſo into do- 
meſtic life; and there is an inſtance of | citizen | 


compelled by the Cenfor to put away his then 
wife, i that he might give children to the republic. 
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+ : Owen Elizabeth had taken. 1 at . 
ſinell of Woad ; and ſhe iſſued an edict  forbid- 


ding the cultivation of that uſeful plant. She 
was alſo pleaſed to take offence at the long 
ſwords and high ruffs then in faſhion : the ſent 


about her officers: to break every man s ſword, 


and clip every man's ruff which was beyond a 


certain length. This practice reſembles ſome- 
what the method employed by the great Czar 


| Peter to > make is _—_— change their 12 | 


4 bir 


7 ; R I IE i In 

3 ONE apo be ot SR 8 CCC 

* . 9 2 * $4 a ae fs. WE RN 
888 ; : 2 * 


What analogous to the temporary le- 
gillation of the Roman Senate. As 
Parliaments were ſeldom called toge· 
ther by the Sovereign, and when aſ- 
ſembled, little affected the office of 
reformers, the Court of Star-Cham- 
ber took care to ſee thoſe proclama- 
| tions more rigorouſſy executed than 
the laws. themſelves. This power, 
however, which has long been con- 
ſidered as illegal, without any expreſs 
declaration of the legiſlature, is in 
| every reſpect, but its extent, exactly 
ſimilar to that under conſideration 
| which is the uſage of” Parliament for 
one Houſe of Parliament to do what 
they pleaſe without conſent of King 
or Lords. | The en of this power 
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of expulſion 1s not limited by rule or. 
_ precedent. . It is confeſſedly an act of 
will; and if ſuch vil can deprive the 
1 people e of their Repreſentative, I cons. : 
feſs, my underſtanding cannot diſ- 
cover why the Houſe of Commons 

may not vote the Lords an uſcleſs 

part of the conſtitution, The Journals 

of the Houſe ſufficiently demonſtrate 
that expulſions have not only been acts 

of will, but of violer nee and caprice. 
A power of diſpenſing with laws was, 
for ſeveral ages exerciſed by the Crown; ö 
yet Parliament. at the Revolution, 
found no difficulty in declaring this 
claim illegal, and inſiſting upon all 
the articles ſpecified. in the Bill of 
Rights, as * the undoubted Righrs and 
* Liberties of the nation; and that no 
_ «. Declarations, Judgments, Doings, 
„. or Proceedings, to the prejudice of 
40 the Pe” in any of the ſaid pre- 
miſſes, 


« drawn ee into et or 
example. If the foundations of a 
government are not held ſacred, all 
| pretonce of law becomes A cruel mock- 
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the maxims of the common law, 
ec and their daily proceedin gs accord- 
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